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and go and make the most of the short leave which is all that they can get, as they may have to start at very short notice any day. It is weary work hanging about like that.
November 6.
"\7ESTERDAY brought the news that the j[ belated John Williams would not be here till the 13th? which is very annoying after all the preparations had been made to receive her. A choir of one hundred voices was to sing hymns at the Sunday meeting; the Mission compound had been covered in with an awning of coconut leaves supported on posts for the ' May-meeting '; and all the missionaries had come into Apia from the other islands. Now we hear the boat can only stay three days, when she does come, so the Sunday meeting cannot be held at
all; and I am truly sorry for Mr. C------, who has
had so much trouble for nothing.
Yesterday we had a visit from about fifteen of the sailors of the Cnrafoa; they had a holiday on shore and rode up, saying they wanted to see ' the home of the great novelist' before they left Samoa. I think they thoroughly enjoyed their visit; and when they went away they gave three famous British cheers for Mr. and Mrs. Stevenson and the rest of the family. But there is still no word of the Wallaroo^ and as the latest news from Sydney makes it clear that she should have been here some time ago, we greatly fear there u